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Sternly repressed and punished whenever knowledge of
them came to the ears of the higher officers.

So they marched on through the glorious Indian summer,
more as if on a holiday picnic than on an errand'of actual
war. Meantime the North was wondering where they
were. The only information of their movements came
throught Rebel sources, which were generally either ill-
informed or untruthful. The Rebel authorities, indeed, were.
much mystified as to Sherman's real purpose. Their un-
certainty is shown by the 'following extract from the
columns of The Richmond Dispatch of November i8th,
. only a few days after the start:

"The only official information received by the press
yesterday was that Sherman had destroyed the North-
western and Atlantic railroad from Atlanta to Allatoona, the
Chaltahoochee bridge included. This movement is diffi-
cult to understand, except as explained 'by unofficial re-
ports that were in circulation during yesterday. If they
be true, the destruction of the railroad can be understood,
though it will still appear a superfluous labor. The reports
had it that Sherman, having burned Atlanta on the 15th,
last Tuesday, had set out for Macon with three corps,
amounting together to thirty-five thousand men, and that
he had, on yesterday, reached Jonesborough, twenty-two
miles south of Atlanta. If there is truth in these accounts,
as we believe there is, Wheeler has much to answer for.
It devolved upon him to watch Sherman and keep posted
as to his movements. Only four days ago he reported him
'moving toward Bridgeport' Now it is said, he reports
him moving toward Macon, as above stated. We regret
to say this latter report is corroborated by other evidence.

" Sherman will, we think, meet with opposition he does
not calculate upon before he reaches the fortifications ofwooded hilletent andhat at first it disturbed Hooker's breathing, madeton, a flourishing little town
